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Henry should choose the day of meeting. The
French King at once complied, and set out from
Paris, as Henry set out from London, before
Whitsun Day, in great magnificence. For the
meeting had been fixed for June 7, the Feast of
Corpus Christi, and the place appointed was the
valley, known as the Val Dore, between the towns
of Guisnes and Andres.

Masses were sung en route as the retinues
proceeded, and it is probable that England has
never witnessed such a magnificent sight as this
mo\ing army of colour ; and enormous crowds
watched the whole concourse, from the French
slopes, as the two corteges advanced. In the
words of Mr, Belloc : " The Kings met upon
June 7, Corpus Christi ; Henry in silver damask,
with Buckingham, Grand Constable of England,
at his side, Francis coming forward at the head of
his long line of men to meet him in the valley
between the two declivities, and by the side of
Francis rode Bourbon, his Grand Constable,
bearing the naked sword, Upon all of which
great crowds again watched, cheering from the
higher land above." It was the second triumph
of peace which Wolsey had organised in his
endeavour to blot out the memory of war ; and
it was again a phantom, enriched by no touch of
reality, and doomed to vanish as soon as excite-
ment had cooled or passions were roused.

Had the Field of the Cloth of Gold been the
outcome of a national conviction that peace ought